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Instructional Focus: 
 
READING:  Students read a variety of grade level materials applying strategies appropriate to various situations. 
 
 
WRTIING:  Students write for a variety of purposes and audiences with sophistication and complexity appropriate to the 
grade level. 
 
Performance Task 
Lesson Preparation: Using five large pieces of chart paper write one question on the top of each sheet of paper leaving 
plenty of space for student responses.  Tape the pieces of chart paper on the walls around the room. 

Questions 
1. What are the main themes in the poem?  Support your ideas with quotes from the poem. 
2. What does the poet want to convey to the reader? 
3. Several times the author refers to “swerving”.   What deeper meaning does this have in the poem? 
4. When the speaker says, “I thought hard for us all” whom is he referring to? 
5. What other examples can you site from your daily life that demonstrate the conflicts between man, nature, and/or 

technology? 
 
Lesson:  After direct instruction on the fundamental components of poetry including the distinction between literal and 
figurative language, read to the students the poem “Traveling through the Dark” (See The Trilogy Chart 1).  Give students 
a copy of the poem and read it aloud again.  Encourage dialogue about the themes presented by the author.  Divide the 
students into five groups.  The number of groups must equal the number of questions posted around the room so if you 
have a larger class, you will need to develop more questions.   Give each group of students a different color marker and 
assign the group a question as a home base.  Give the students a reasonable amount of time (3-5 minutes) to respond to 
the question and write their answers on the chart paper.  After the allotted time, ask the groups to rotate one position to 
the right to a new question.  They are to read the question, read the previous groups answers and continue to add to the 
answer.  Continue rotations until all groups have visited each question.  When each group has returned to home base, 
they are to summarize the responses recorded by the group and report out to the class.  As a culminating activity each 
student must select an example from question #5 and write a paragraph explaining the conflict, its impact on 
contemporary society and a probable solution to the conflict.   Students should be encouraged to be creative, yet realistic 
in the solutions they propose.  Prior to dismissing the students the poem should be read aloud once again so that the 
students can internalize the discussion that has just taken place about the poetry.   
 
Variations:  This activity can be used for a variety of content areas.  The purpose is to generate a lot of ideas and/or to 
process complex concepts.  Each group uses a different color marker to increase the accountability of the group. 
 
 
ICLE Essential Skills 
 
Identify, collect and/or select pertinent information while reading. (ela5) 
 
Understand the personal, social, cultural and historical significance of a text.(ela23) 
 
 
Use brainstorming, role playing and standard problem solving strategies to define a problem and suggest solutions.(ela19) 
 



Scoring Guide: 
 
See attached six traits rubric (See The Trilogy Chart 2) or use any standard writing rubric to evaluate the content and 
quality of the paragraph.  The focus of evaluation should be on two or three traits which should be shared with the 
students prior to writing.   
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