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Instructional Focus:

Reading — Students read a variety of grade level materials, applying strategies appropriate to various situations

Writing — Students write for a variety of purposes and audiences with sophistication and complexity appropriate to the
grade level.

Performance Task

Prepare a brief paragraph. Read the paragraph to the students or have a student read it aloud. Discuss with the students
what they learn from the paragraph. On sentence strips have three of the details from the paragraph written and on a
fourth strip write the main idea sentence. Ask the students to read the strips and choose one of the four that tells what the
whole paragraph was about. The students write the selected sentence on paper or individual white boards. Ask for the
choice to be shared and discuss why the choice is correct or incorrect. Then have a second brief paragraph prepared and
have students find the sentence that tells the main idea. Highlight it with one color, highlight details that support the main
idea with another color. Finally give students a paragraph to read independently and have students write the main idea
sentence individually and share and defend when they are all ready.

This activity contributes to comprehension and also prepares students to take multiple choice reading tests.

ICLE Essential Skills

Develop a process for understanding and remembering information. (ela 8)

Read for main idea first and then for details. (ela 49)

Understand ways and author uses language and text characteristics to aid comprehension. (ela 80)

Scoring Guide:

Checklist: Rate each characteristic 3-1 3= excellent 2= satisfactory 1= unsatisfactory
Characteristics Score

Identifies Main Idea
Identifies Details
Participates in discussion

Can verbalize strategy to identify main idea
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