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Instructional Focus: 
 
Listening – Students listen for a variety of purposes appropriate to the grade level. 
 
Performance Task 
Young students need practice to develop listening skills.  This lesson can be used with very young children for this 
practice. 
 
1. Ask the students to raise their hands if they had ever played Simon Says.  Ask one student to explain to the rest of the 

class how to play.  Say, “I may try to trick you by saying one thing and doing something else!  You’ll really need to 
listen to what I say.  Remember to do what I say, even if I do something different.  I’m going to be looking for the good 
listeners.”  Give a series of directions such as: 

 
a. Simon says stand up 
b. Simon says hand on shoulders 
c. Hands on knees (praise those who kept their hands on their shoulders) 
d. Simon says reach to the sky 
e. Simon says hands on head 
f. Put your hands on your waist (praise those who were not tricked) 
 
2. Choose a student volunteer to lead the class in the same version of Simon Says. 
 
3. Tell the student that they will need to follow several directions for the next game.  Choose volunteers and give 

directions to one student at a time. 
 
4. Give all directions before the student is allowed to begin. 
 
a. Walk to the front door, turn the light switch off and on again, and skip back to your seat. 
b. Hop up to the chalkboard, write your first name on the board, and hop back to your seat. 
 
5. Distribute paper with a square on it to each student.  Say, “Now I am going to give you some directions that will tell 

you what to do on this paper.  Take out a pencil or crayon and do what I say.  I will only tell you what to do one time.”  
Give the directions slowly.  “Look at the square shape on your paper, make a circle inside the square, put an X under 
the square, draw a line above the square, then on that line, write the first letter of your first name.”  Walk around the 
room looking at papers and reinforcing students who follow directions. 

 
6. Summarize by telling the children that to do well in school, it is very important to pay attention and follow directions. 
 
 
 
 
 
ICLE  Essential Skills 
Follow oral or written directions.  (e4) 
Identify and interpret vocal characteristics that influence meaning such as tone, volume, pitch, and rate.  (e92) 
 
 



 
Scoring Guide: 
 
See attachment:  Simon Sez Scoring Rubric Chart 1 
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