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Instructional Focus: 
 
Students read a variety of grade level materials, applying strategies appropriate to various situations. 
 
 

Performance Task 
 
Ask students  to read two similar statements, such as:  “Bees live in homes called hives.”  “Bees are bad insects.” Have the group 
decide which statement is a fact and which would be considered an opinion.  Discuss the difference between the two, elicit from them 
that a fact is something that you could prove and an opinion is something that is a person’s thoughts, beliefs or feelings.  Next have the 
students read a non-fiction article presented on a chart or overhead.  Have prepared statements, some fact, some fiction to match the 
information in the article. Students read the statements and the group votes on whether it is a fact or opinion.  Have someone 
designated to keep a tally for the statement votes and discuss the results.   During discussion encourage the student to justify the 
choice he/she made. Follow up with an independent activity:  Give the students a non-fiction paragraph and have them highlight facts 
in one color and opinions in another color. 
 
 

ICLE  Essential Skills 
 
Identify, collect and/or select pertinent information while reading.  (ELA 5) 
 
 
Discriminate important ideas from unimportant ideas while reading.  (ELA 15) 
 
 
Express opinions clearly and forcefully without interrupting or insulting others.  (ELA 16) 
 
 
Assess the validity and accuracy of an informational selection.  (ELA 18) 
 
 



 

Scoring Guide: 
 
Checklist: 
Identifies the difference between fact and opinion. 
Is able to justify the choice made. 
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