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Instructional Focus: 
 
Students read a variety of grade level materials, applying strategies appropriate to various situations. 
 
Students write for a variety of purposes and audiences with sophistication and complexity appropriate to the grade level. 
 
Performance Task 
The students will read the poem “Birches” by Robert Frost.  Using their journals, the students will respond in writing to 
questions about the poem.  What is the purpose of the boy’s game?  What imagery does Frost use in the poem?  What is 
one example of a simile in the poem?  Does this poem remind you of any games you play or have played? Describe the 
game in detail. 
 
Once the students have finished their journal entries, they will share the responses in think-pair-share. (That is, students 
will reflect on their journal writing, meet with a partner, and each share their written responses.  Partners will comment on 
each other’s work orally)  
 
Following think-pair-share, each student will write a well-organized essay explaining the theme of the poem and 
explaining how the literary elements such as the imagery of the ice and the simile of the girl with her hair thrown forward 
make this a more effective poem. 
 
Students reflect on the childhood game they mentioned in their journal.  As a challenge activity, they try to describe the 
game in some detail including at least one simile, one appropriate image (word picture). Students try to show how the 
child’s game may serve as a metaphor for life as Frost did.  Students may share their efforts with partners and revise as 
needed.  Final written products (whether actual poems or simply brief descriptive pieces) may be word processed and 
displayed on the classroom bulletin board.   
 
ICLE  Essential Skills 
 
Apply in writing the rules and conventions of grammar, usage, punctuation, paragraphing and spelling. (ELA 1) 
 
Identify, collect and/or select pertinent information while reading. (ELA 5) 
 
Understand rules of grammar, usage, punctuation, paragraphing and spelling. (ELA 7) 
 
Present information in well-organized fashion that will be clear to the target audience. (ELA 11) 
 
Use editing and revising skills to improve effectiveness and accuracy of drafts. (ELA 14) 
 
Understand the personal, social, cultural and historical significance of a text. (ELA 23) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide: 
 
See attached scoring guide (Birches - Writing About  Memories Scoring Guide Chart) 
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Six Qualities of Writing + 1 
 

 
IDEAS/MEANING  the content, including accuracy and/or originality, of the main 

message and the specific details. 
 
 
ORGANIZATION  the way the writing is structured, directed, and shaped; the logical, 

coherent use of a writing pattern. 
 
 
WORD CHOICE the effective use of appropriate vocabulary and language tailored to 

purpose and audience. 
 
 
VOICE/TONE  the emotion or attitude the writer adopts to express a point of view in 

order to effectively engage the audience and meet the stated objective. 
 
 
SENTENCE FLUENCY  the use of word patterns, sentence structures, and 
  sentence variety and length to enhance the meaning of the piece. 
 
 
CONVENTIONS  the mechanical and grammatical correctness of the writing including 

proof reading and editing. 
 

+ 
PRESENTATION  the formatting methods, scripted or oral, used to present information 

including type or font, spacing indentations, use of visuals, speaking skills, etc. 
 
 

 
 


