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Grade Span ICLE Application Model 
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Instructional Focus: 
 
Reading:  Students read a variety of grade level materials, applying strategies appropriate to various situations. 
 
Writing:  Students write for a variety of purposes and audiences with sophistication and complexity appropriate to the 
grade level. 
 
 
 
 
 
Performance Task 
Task:  Students will read a biography (see list below for examples) using the fishbone diagram as a study guide.  After 
completing the book and the fishbone diagram each student will select one main category of the diagram and search for a 
contemporary issue that illustrates the category.   
  
Procedure:  The teacher should make a transparency of the fishbone diagram that is attached.  Using a poem or other 
literary piece the students have already read and are familiar with, the teacher writes the name of the work in the “head” of 
the fish.  The teacher designates the major categories at the end of the large bones of the fish.  For this project the major 
categories are social significance, historical significance, cultural significance and political significance.    As a group, the 
class completes the fishbone diagram on the completed literary piece. The teacher emphasizes that each smaller bone 
should have examples from the book that supports the major category.  The completed fishbone should be displayed in 
the room so that students can refer to it during their work. 
 
Distribute a copy of the fishbone diagram to the students.  Permit the students to select a biography to read with a 
deadline for completion. Each day, additions should be added to the appropriate category on the fishbone filling in the 
smaller bones, adding more if needed.  The teacher to insure that adequate progress is being made should check the 
individual fishbone.  The fishbone can quickly target students who lack comprehension and/or can not transfer the 
pertinent information to the appropriate category.  Small group instruction can focus on misunderstandings before 
students read too much of the biography without clear understanding of its impact.    
 
After all fishbones are completed, the teacher should assess them for accuracy.  Students then select one of the major 
categories (social, historical, cultural or political) of the biography and then search for a similar issue in contemporary 
times using current events, film, video, etc.  Students may find it helpful to complete a fishbone on the contemporary 
issue.  Using the information from both fishbones, students are instructed to write a short essay on how biographies of 
great people are mirrors of society.   
 
Sample biographies include:  The Diary of Anne Frank 

                                 Gandhi: His Life and Message for the World 
                                 Ishi: Last of His Tribe 
                                 Let the Trumpet Sound: Martin Luther King 
                                 Up From Slavery:   Booker T. Washington 
                                 Here I Stand:  Martin Luther King 

  
Variation:  This task is an excellent technique to incorporate character education into the curriculum.  One of the 
categories could include character traits depicted in the biography or any type of novel. 
 



 
ICLE  Essential Skills 
Apply in writing the rules and conventions of grammar, usage, punctuation, paragraphing and spelling.(ela 1) 
Identify, collect and/or select pertinent information while reading.(ela 5) 
Discriminate important ideas from unimportant ideas while reading.(ela 15  
Analyze, evaluate and critique such events as current events, political campaigns, advertisements and media.(ela 17) 
Understand the personal, social, cultural and historical significance of a text.(ela 23) 
 
Scoring Guide: 
Fishbone Rubric 
 
4     Quality:  Develops ideas in each category accurately, insightfully and in-depth 
3 Satisfactory:  Develops ideas completely in each category but not in-depth 
2 Margina l:  Develops ideas more fully in some categories than others or the work is sketchy 
1 Unacceptable:  Minimal development of ideas 
0     Unable to Score :  No development of ideas on the fishbone 
 
Writing Rubric for the essay is attached (se e Biography:  Mirror of Society Chart) 
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